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Tbo folloring ia a.n outline of tbis presentatlont
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I . o Eigtor:r of tho Pro.iect

fn 19471 & sovora hurrloano oocurred wbioh d.id. ertensive tl.anago to the

DlisslssipBi Gulf Coast. At this ttns ono &rea ln Orleane Parish and. one

in Jefferion Parish, tben largoly und.eveloped.o were fLoocted, - nanely - tbe

aroa behincl New Orleans Airporb, now brorcn as Lako fdr$Qgt and an area in
Jefforson Parisb botween the Uth St. Canal, Veterans liighway and the 5t.
Cbar1ss Parish lino. llbe Olleaug lovee Boaril, und.er ths adrninistration of

the 1at,e 3i11y Di11on, wantlng to seo tboso aroas d,ovolopod without future
exposutro to floo&i-n6, thought it woulcl bo a good. idoa to provent sane by
priventing hurricano tides from ontering ths laks. Thls courso of planning

w*u pr."*ecl unt1l L965 bV the Loveo Boarcl and the Corpo of Ongineore whon
the projoot was authorized.. Tbo proJoot (lAnnfIJR PI,AII only) is no$ obsol-
ete, uniopular and.,oounte:r-productive. No sorlous atteurpts to d,eveLop
alt6rnate plene have been nado ot studied, and. this ls obvious, beoauoo all

attonpts Uy tnfs writor to obtain SPECIFIC dotallE on a "Eigb Level Planrrf
bave Leen ln vain. This rritor bae asked for spooifio d.etails regardlng
cootsl &reac to bo leveed,, heigtrte of lovoos a.nd tboi.r looation. Tbis in-
f,ormailon could not be f\rrnishod,l eo lt Eeons obvj.otrE that zuoh studies
werg nevet nade.

Sirroe Lg47 t a levee has been bullt along l{ayne 31vcl. from Paris Ral'. to the

Inclustrlal Canal, a levee behind, tbe soa$a1l fron the Industrial Canal to
the L?th $t. Canal and ln Jofferson Parlsh along tbe lakefront to the $t.
Charles parish lino. n'orrr (+) serious burrLcanos bavo oocurred sinco tbis
tine - nanoLy - lillcla, Flossiel Botsy anil. Caroille. Not only lras thero no
f1ood.ln61 there tao no norlcrug throat. On tho other hand,r there was otrton-
elve fl.ooding from tbo I{.I1.G.0. and the Industrial CanaL during hurrieano
Botey and lt nill be notod. that theeo &teas aro outeido of the SARRIER
PlAlil Btr€aer

II

A revier of, the hlstory boolce will ehow tbat i{ow Orleans 'Fas fanndocl by

BienvilLo in 1?15 - 251 yeera egor Tbere has never been a hurricane flood.
f,ron ths Lake. Every probeble path a humioane could. take bas been e:cpolr'
iencod slnce tbls tine, In L9I5, tbe oyo poosed ovsr Now Otleens, Ln L965
Setsy ppaoed, just to the llost ancl ln 1959 Canille passecl Just to the Eagt.
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r I . Ncod f'or tbo BAIUIIAR PlAll

In L915, rain wri.tor flood.ing ua,s €xperiencod bocauso of a
punping syotom, but thsro lr&ri no losg of llfo or property
intnrsion. liost of the d,amo,ge waet d,ue to rrinrlstorrno

feilure of the
due to laks water

In orcler to juetify the BARBIER PLAN, a \ryotherticaL hurricano larorrn as tbo
STANDARD P8OJitrCT i{lJnRI0Al{E lras ild,osL6nod,[. This hurrioane would ta.lce a patb
nlightly 'bo tho ifest of New Orloans and. then tprn on a !O nile ra.diue poo
anil'pass to tbe .0a.st' It noul"cl, on turnin8 90", then slor* dor.rn anrl rCItain
ita etrongth. A. mtudy of hur:ricancs plott,od. sinco 1871 in Tecbnioal papor
#55 AV tho U. S. Dcptr flf Comurcrce lieather Bureaue niLl sbou that no burri-
cane bas ever turned. lO- on e 5O nile radius. tr\rthormoro, hurricanes
usually epeed up and rlininish ln lntensity r*hen paasinog the coaet lino. It
nould' appoer a,n oarthquake ie mor€ probable than arrything closE to tho
STAT{DARD PROJECT HUNNICAI{EO

Durlng the past ;ro&rsr erbeneivo progress has been ma"do in hurrioano
seed"in,g. It soe;as cer-bain ttrat with a little rnore effort in this direotion,
burricane seod.in; couJ.d. bocome a roality, If tbe SARIIIERS woro bogun to-
motrrowr it would. be approrinately ten years bofore they,lioro cotnptetea and
hurrloane seed.ing oertainJ.y nhould be perfocted. by that timo - at worstr
not much lato:f. This rrflrld. aff,ord not only f,lood.ing protoction, tnrt pr;
tection a4,ainst ;rindetotm damago. No ovid-enco or srtudios havo been prop,.
entoil regerdir:g :rhat oould. happon if a sorious hurrice.n€ occurrea wblle tbe
tsARllIURS were in tho process of construotion - a period, of epprorirnate\r
ten years. It is ooncoivsblo tha,t not only rould partially conplotecl
SAARIERS bo d.eot:royeclr but corld. cause exteneive flood,ing a^nr[ logs of lJ.fe
since the oontro"L o,truoturos oouLd not be operated,.

Secguso ovor ha1:i of tho Orleans - Jofforson lovee systen is out of tho
BAnruDn Elrsa anil thoee raro&s, as shoun by histoqp aro rauob nore rnrl-
norabJo tlran thel Lalce Pontobartrain lalcofront, thio nriter csrn soe no
roa,eton why tho Lr,kefront osrurot be adoquo,toly protootecl by lovoos an&/ot
a brcakvetor.

The aroas nortb of ths lake do not need. levees or BARRISR protectlon. There
is no biotory of hurricano flooding hore; the peoplo d,o not want it, a3d,
the build.ing coclno are being upd.atod, to insuro that f\rturo oonstruotlon
will be suffiaielrtly high.

The fact that thtl SARRIER PLAII is unpopular ca^n rroad"ily bs scen boo&ueo
tho votsrE havo {;hroo ( 3) times roJoctod its filnd,ir1g ai thc pol1o. On ntarch },1974; tho pooplo of orloans Parislr voteil a tbreo mill tax (aiter hevin6 J
tlmee pr-evlousJ"y rojoctod, a 2$ nfll tax) with the assnrrance of the Orl6ans
L,ovee Board that tbo SARRI$BS nould not be built rith that nonoy.
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. Unr1esi.ry,bl.g Esrglo.tj:oal Agnoete

It iE bclieved, that an exchange of narino l.ife through tho controL stnrctures
would bo J.npeded, It wiLl be noted, that fu'bure drodging perrnits rrill not
pezmit futuro bolron-pit aa.nals f,ron being dug doeper than the leke. But at
the Rlgolets, whjoh is over lOOr deop at ltg ontrance to Lake Pontcha.rtraint
tbers nfl.L be a control stn.sture rrith a 3Ot si1l on one Eide and, e L?l
dopth on the other slds.

Tbe benof,iclal eJfoot of salt wator fron the I'[.R.G.O. to tbe lake rtll be
chokec! by a 30r r: )Or oontrol st::ucture at Seabrook rhicb e\ren now, ritb its
prosent reetriotion, io approxinatoly 54@ sq. ft.

fbe l"ako at present is oonsiderably higbor than Gulf Moan Sea L,ovelr tho Corps
of EngineerE ga.u€es show approrinately a 2r everado; statennents by Corpe
off,l,oials put is at a leenor fi6uro, but it is agreecl that the lake ln
conElderably higlor than tho Gulf. This results from the notural, oro€ttt-
soctional rostrlction at tho pcnoos, holding in tho Intior I) noin rtrnroffl
2) hrmping drairugo f,ron Orleans and. Jefferson parishos, 3) mn-off, froro
artosian wslls and- 4) Unclerground springs and flssures in the lake botton and
tributarleE. It is proposod to rodrrco tho crosc-soctional aroe of the passes
by applorj:nateJ.y 'lf/o. This will certainly taise the lcvol of tho lake con-
gid"ereblBl caueirrg tho foLlowin6 advorse eff,ectsg t) Uxtsting d,ocks and. bullc-
hoad,s w111 be toc Iou, 2) Road,s in 5t. Tannmanry Po.rinh, whioh flood" oven now,
uiIl be norso ofl' and. lrho viIl pay to raiso all thoso roads? 3) In tb,e evont
of tr burri.cano, l;hc gatos will be olosod. on a muoh highor lake then pnesontly
oriets, 4) t'iro Lelco lrill becomo fnosh anct this lrilI inhibit or d.estroy oxist-
ing narino lifo; 5) Tho Dr"rcl*reod,, uhiah obokod. up tho yacbt harbor and. othor
s.ro&Fr r,rbon the Scnnet Carr-et SBilluay ra,s openocL j.n lg73t would presont an
oxpensJ.ve and, coristaat problem in the lake ancl its tributarlos.

vI . o $gg|_[roleg.bitgApp,e$tr1

Tho BARRI]IR PLA]'I is eounten-productlve. (It uas obsolete whon it was first
conoeh'ed..) The levees along tho Orleans.{offorson Parlsh lakefront hacl, not
been buiLt ngr tl'e M.R.G.O. boen dug. Any excu*e f,or the BARRI$R PLAT{ hao
beon rlicpelj.od. be,oause of the foregoing. Ad.clitionall.yl the Boruret Carre I
Spillray souLd nc,t bo used. Tbe joopardy to New Orloans fron the }ii.ssissippi.
River ls nuah grt,ater tban f,ron tho lako. I{hcn the Spillwaff was oponeil in
1973 (whicb uoukr. almost oertainly ocour duririg tho spring uhon heavy nains
fall. ancl. otrong l,E lrinds aro presont) lt introduced. a,n add.itional 18'f of
water - the high$st over oxperienoed rhere I livo - €vol1 higher than during
Eetsy and. Canj"ller. I{ith 75ol of the Bigolets elinirur,ted1 a recurronco of
L973 rould. oithsr flood out St. Tannany Parish or tho Spillway oould, not be
oBonod and nuoh n.oro aerious floodlng rouId, ocour ln Nqlw Orloans f,rorn tbe
rivgl.
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In the M.R.G.O. cnd Industrial Canalsn tho ad.ditional restriction at Seebrook
ln tbe event of e. rocurr€nce of a Botsy-typo burrioanm would. r.stiso ths water
to dangorotrg lovels. Drren lf ttre flood. walls nore not overtopped, noored.
shipar bargoor tugs, fuel tanicers, eto. uou1d. surely bo blolrn lnto the flood.
walls and flood. l,he olty. Ths solutlon to th:is problem is to keop the water
levol low in 1lrs fnclt:etriaL Canal by allowing lt to oscape into the lake
whish oan easily accept it. The serre SE $ind.s whloh blow the wator up tbe
oanal mil,l be blr,r,ring it anay frorq tho South ehore of the lake. Thereforop
by renoving the r'estriotlon that tbo Southerrr Railroacl brid6o preoents and,
not inposing aqy ad.dl.tional restri,oti.onsl this problon can be solved.

IIIII . . $qmry.rfl q$l Copelielon

Thls rriter c&Dn(,t aeaopt statoments that a }Iigh l,evol Plan ig more costly.
Suah statenents l avo nov,o,r been supported. by figuros. It is inconoeivablo
that raising appr:oxirEGry 30 nlles- of lakeiront an<l outfall oanal lovees
Epproxinrately 2r to 3t (tf tUis is necossary) oan cost tbo $350'OO0'OOO,OO
that the barrielr, $i11 ooet. Certainly approxinately 1601000 lineal ft. of
sheet piliug can be driven for gonor.rh.oro in tho neighborhood. of, $3OO.OO
per ftr or appro:,inately $5OrO0OIOOO.0O. Ageinr if it ie oontornplated, to
levea tbe North r;hore &rees of tho lalcee this is unnecesaary ancl tho pooplo
havo enpbatically' rejocted. any ouclr proposals. It is believed. tbat rai.oing
a fevaa 2t to 3t uith ehoot pillng ond. torraclng wlth nonstnroturel eartb
would be loss off"enslvo. The lakofront levee alrearly bLocks tbe viow
reEid.entE havo o1 tho laker oo another 2r to 3r canrt hurt arlything. 8bs
other leveos vould bo in und.evoLoped, aroaE. It ls d.oubtfirl if tbose levees
rdLl. have to be r:'aised,t howovor, since tbo blghost flood, ticl,e evor reoorr:lod,
in tho lake is J.6r and, tho existing levees are approxinatery +L?,Jr.

?ltis trtitor lr&ntr; to nake clear tha.t he doos not oppo$e tbe l,alco Pont-
cl:ar"b::ain and Viclnfty Humioane Srojoct or rnoan:in6ful flood. proteotion. But,
tho BfuliiISR PLAI{ is so barlr froro ovely otandpointl oxcept creating a for
tcnporary Jobs, {,hat lt ohould bo elimlnsted fron tho Projoct.

It is requesterl l;bat f\rncling for thie proJect bo stoppod. untiLr f) en
irnpartial invostJ.gation be nad,o of the 3AfiRL$n PI,AJS, 2) A public hearing
be held, e,rrd a etu.dy rnad.e oni a).NavigationaL reguironents for tho future,
b) Eoologioa,l conEiderationsr c) Industrial &nd natorfront rosid.ontlal
prospeots f,or thtr area a,ll of, wbioh woul.d be rsetricted. a^nd reterdod, by tbe
BARRIER PL,AN.


